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CE 8 _ © "BG. THE 5 I 
© RIGHT HONOURABLE 
- ANTHONY 

EARL of SHAFTSBURT, | 


Late Lord Pk £ s1DEt NT of his Majeſties 
moſt Honourable Privy Council. 


My Lord, 

Oly Writ acquaints ns with many curſed 
H Conſpiracies againſt the Innocent and 
+ the Good. But I find none more ſottiſh 
and cruel, than that we read of, John 
; 12. V. IO.-LI. Where the High-priſts con- 

- fault to put (not Jeſus only, but ) Laxarns allo to 

Death, becauſe by reaſon of him many of-the 

Jews believed on Feſus. Lazarus wasguilty of - 


wo Crime, but ay [ he was. | It ſeems bis 


2 Very 


+ ” 
Fo de) 
7m. 


[ 
: 


| 


. edby Make: Fa or his bare Poland and Niotion 


' miſchiefto them. 1 ory they conjult to diſpatch 


{ your Great Maſters : Lazarus muſt dhe f00. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatc ry. 


wery Bok a and Lite was fault enongh, which 
though redeem d by a Miracle: muſt now be deſtroy- 


Diw Diſciples; bis very Looks preached the Go- 
ſpel; he opened bis Eyes and Taught. And while _ \ 


thus doing, he would never make an end of doing 


himont of ſight, and to ſulence this Teas ,by muf- 
fling bim up in a Napkin again, and lying him 
under a Stone. 

It is certain (My Lord) that every Tarn of" * 
your Head, Glance of your Eye, Motion of your 
Hand , Step of your Foot is a vexation_ and a 
P lagne to your Enemies the Papiſts, /who. believe 
your very Shadow ſo fatal to all. their \Contri- 
wances and Aims, that whilſt You live, they - 
Shrivel and Wither. Tour Breath frikes Con- 
fuſion to all their Plots, and therefore no 'porider 
they have variouſly conſuled your Death, aFwell as 


But then to promote it by projefting a Deſign of 
ſetting 


_OOEn—_ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 


ſetting: Jeſus. agatnſs Lazarus , and.anspoſet 
lief that He [Innocent He ] " ould £04 
ruine of his Maſters Honour and Kingdom , is a 
Plot liketo proſper into the ſame Glory of the Proje- 
Fors,.as this your Lordſhip will bear of in the fol- 


> lowing Diſcourſe. One would ſwear ſuch Men 


were Planet-ſtruck , their Counſels pn 
from Heaven (as the Languages at Babel) and 
tbe Witneſſes ſtammering out an improbable E- 
Vidence, 

Praiſed be God, whohath fruſtrated (hitherto) 
all their Helliſh attempts both againſt your Sove- 
raign and foe ay his Majeſty live for ever, 


RF ſure Defender of our Faith and Church : And 


may your Lordſhip Ive too, the Dread and Eye-ſore 
_ of the Enemies of its peace. And may for ne- 
ver be Imagin'd to' be leſſened in the Aﬀetions of 
your Prince, nor in your own to the Intereſts of his 
- Royal P eFlon and Kingdom; but mayRealize in your 
Devotion to Majeſty,thoſe Hyperbolical expreſſions 


of A Hegiance and Duty wherewith Furre and 
Velvet 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
Velvet, have even tired the Court all this Tear. 


-- And letthat-idle imputation and reproach of a Re- 


publican Deſign be equally the Subject of your 
Diverſion and ſcorn. When all wiſe Men know 
you too Prudent and Politick to endeavour theun- 
hinging thoſe firm Eſtabliſhments of Church and 
State, towhoſe fixation and Glory you lent ſo Great 
an hand, and (I doubt not) bear ſo true'an Heart, 
however enviouſly the contrary be infamated by 
your Inveterate Enemies. And no wonder, when 


m—_ 


Jeſus himſelf (who dar dhe World and Devil to * 


convince him of ſm againſt God ) was "yet In- 


diffed of Treaſon againſt Cziar, ( Joh. 19. 22.) 


and bawl'd to death by the Exclamations 0 }f thoſe, 


whoſe Hypocritical pretences to Loyalty, ferv'd only 


to mask very fitly the Face of their Cruelty. From _ 


 which.God ever defend your Lordſhip and all Good 
Men. Iam (My Lord) © on 


- 

Your Lordſbiys 
Moſt humble Servant, 

& IL 


} 


(1) 


"I 
. 


HEB. XI. 33. 


Who through Faith— ſtopped the Months 
of Lyons. 


n——— 


His Chapter , ( as a Cabinet enrich'd 
* with Variety of coſtly Jewels) is all 


\ 
A. 


feriogs and Impriſonment, and the Faith that pro- 
-25 10 | cured 


(2) 


cured” liim the Miraculous Deliverance from the 


ps. ; | | 
"Pleaſe you therefore to take a Tranſient view of 
him, ( as the Holy Ghoſt has dreſt him up, and diſ- 
play*d him before us, in his own Book :) 
1.Danies high T- In his Lizeage and Deſcent ; he 1s (if not of 
Birth. the Blood Royal ) at-leaſt of the Seed of the Princes, 
and Noble , + Chap. 1.3. And the Great Soul that 
managed all his Actions with that Bravery and Cou- 
rage, confirms the highneſs of his Extra; E f/0-r-- 
bus creantur fortes. Our Prophet was Born Honoura- 
ble, and the whole Serzes of his Life, was no whit de- 
—_— from , but Ornamental to the Glory of his 
Brrth. 
2. In the Beauty of his Perfozace ; the Gracefulneſs 
of his Body vying perfeQtion with the Graces of his 
Mind, each ſtriving in him for Superiority ; and 
both rendring him very amiable Ker 2 lovely , Chap. 
I, 4. & : _ V | 
3. In his excellent Breeding and Education.; He 
is a choiſe Spirit, culd. out tobe trained up and an- 
ſtructed by Royal Mandate, in allthe Learning of the 
Chaldees, and taught the Myſteries and Policies of 
State , that he might ſtand before the King, verle 5. 
And is therefore wrought up to be a-poliſhed Pillar for 
the ſupport of the Government. #5 
4. Admirable 4+ 10 the admirable Ab/tinexce of his Youth 3he Re- 
Abſtinence. ligiouſly declines from the Luxufies of thg©ourt, and * 
the Delicacies of the Kings Table, and abftemiouily 
ſatisfies himſelf with Pulſe and Water, v; x2. A Rare 


Example. | 


5 Sabine 5+ 10 his SubPme Wiſdom and Knowledge; God alſo 
| Over- 


oveclaying his humane Acquiſitions with the Gold 
of Divine Grace, SancQtifying him into a: knatty and 
,puzling Prophet, hard-to be underſtood ; and giving him 
a particular Skill and Underſtanding in Unridling 
Dreams and Viſions of the Night, v. 17. And dilſolving 
hard Queſtions, Cap. 5. 12. As alſo the Spirit of Go- 
vernment , and fitnels for publick Aﬀairs. 
6.*In his Merited Promotion : for his Wildom he 1s $5. Merited 
preferred and made a Great Man by the Kjng : Lord *omoon. 
Lieutenant over the whole Province of Babylon ; to 
inſpe& the Kings Treaſures, &c. Cap. 2.48., And 
Chief Governour and Maſter of all the Magicians and 
Wile Men, cap. 2. 28. & 4. 49, —And is fixed at 
Court, Cap. 2. 49. | | 
7. In his exemplary Piety; for through the whole 7. Exemplary © 
croud of thoſe diſtractions, his Offices and Honours 
involve him in, yet he paſſes to Heaven Thricea day, 
and commands Cares to-itand below, while himſelf 
climbs the Moat, and diſpatches Buſineſs with his 
God, cap. 6. 10. , | 
8. In his Religioms Care ;, for being himſelf now 8. Religious 
promoted to Honour, he improves his whole Intereſt F< ior 890d 
for the advancement of his Friends, { Men of the ſame - 
excellent Spirit with himſelf} to a ſhare in the ad- 
miniſtration of the Government. An att of great Pie- 
ty to God, good Policy to the King , Great Favour to 
his Friends, and great Comfort to the Church in her 
Afiictiog and Exile. Daniel requeſted of the Kjng, 
and he ſet Shadrach, Meſhech ard Abednego over 
the Aﬀairs of the Province of Babylon, Cap. 2. 49. 
Laſtly, In the good Effect of his Care; for theſe The good- 
| brave Men being now - made;;publick Officers in the £2 of tar 
9 State, | 


(4) 
State, and ſummon'd to' obey the Idolatrous Decree 
of Nebachaazezzar (to which all his Princes, - Gover- 
nours and-other Officers had rendred Xready and un- 
diſputed Obedience ; ) Theſe alone find a Faith and 
a Courage, lingly to oppoſe themſelves, and dare 
give check to the yet uncontrolled Torrent of his 
1mpious Law and Command, owning the true God 
and profeſiing the fulneſs of a generous confidence in 
his Power, even to the very Faceof the incenſed 17o- 
 aarch : Whole angry Commands therefore of aggra- 
vating their Torments in the Fire, did but ſtill in- 
creaſe the glorious Miracle of their Deliverance in 
and out of it, and at laſt produce a+ Decree of 
Honour to the God and Religion they confeſled , and 
a greater Augmentation of Office and Power to 
themſelves, Cap. 3. So little do faithful Men difad- 
vantage themſelves bya fixed adherence to the Truth 
and Principles they beheve, and-ſo greatly do they 
Honour. their Profeſſion and their God ; - whert in 
the Face of his Enemies and of Death it felf, they dare 
own him with conſtancy and courage. And'what 
aſlurance do ſuch Men give to their Prezce of all ima- 
ginable Truth and Fidelity, in the Loyal diſcharge of 
their Duties, and faithful anſwering to all the Con- 
fidence and Truſt repoſed in them, with all ſecurity 
and peace ? | ; 
What a ſervice then did Dazie! to the Crown in 
lifting Men of fuch Heroick temper into places of 
Authority and Power? How happy 1s that Prince 
whoſe. Aﬀairs are ſo ſecurely Iodg'd in the mini- 
{tration of thoſe who had rather die than. betray 
their Soveraign by an- ill ACt; no not by an _ 


IMI 


nh 2.96 © 


humouring himin his Sin ; and ſooner refiga them: 
ſelves into the hazard of his utmoſt diſpleafurezthan to 
fatter him in Deſigns ſo diſhonourable to God;: perni- 
cious to himſelf, and oppoſite to their Principles and 
Conſcience ? 

Daniel thus richly clad with all the Graces of a Bdoved of | 
00d Prophet, no wonder he is ſo oft proclaimed pj 
the Favourite of Heaven, A mar greatly beloved of God, © 
Cap. 9. 29. & 10. v.11. 19. So, being enriched with 
all the properties of a Praudent States-man, no won- 
der he 1s. fo greatly beloved of the King, as one re- 
pleniſhed with the Spirit of the Holy Gods, Chap. 

4. 8,'9. In the full luſtre of whoſe favour { we 
may be ſure) he continued ſhining through the whole 
Series of this Monarch's Reign without Eclipſe. 

There are, who can they but wrap themſelves in the Love God 

warm embraces of Earthly Majeſty, very fanatically hold * 
the Boſom of Divine Love but for a cold Lodging. 
"Tis pity ſnth ſhould paſs from the Meridian of Royal 
favour into the obſcurities of Divine Vengeance ; but 
they may. Twill get as thoſe to my Kjng as T can, 
but it 15 good for me to draw near to God too, 
leaſt = rince die ( as Daniels did ) and leave me 
miſerable. | 

Nor” is Piety it felfa Protection , that can juſti- 
fie or ſecure me from the leaſt affront to Roya/ry , And the King 
ſince yy Men muft be loved as'the Images of © 
God's Holineſs, certainly good Princes, as the more 
Expreſs ones, both of his Holineſs and his Power. 

Now whether ( upon his death ) our Prophet &' Scranger at 
retired from Court , and betook himſelf to a -pri- Fu in BY 
rate and'miore Sedate courſe of life, to attend the "One 
wh: B 2 11- 


#- 


(6). 
immediate Service of his God : Or whether Belhaz- 
zar being, a diflolute Prince gave no - encourage+ 
ment-to ſo gooda Man to continue about him : Or 
whether He, ( being but the Grandchild of Vebuchad- 
2:z24ar his Daughters Son ) might be too young ta 
hear of the Memorable paſſages of DaniePs Wiſdom 
and Service in the Life of his Grandfather, and 
perhaps bred elſewhere ata diſtance from the Court : 
Or, whether times had worn. off the Memory and 
Novelty of theſe TranſaCtions : Or what elſe, I know 


the Palace : Till Letters by :a ſfrazge hand: ( with- 
out an Arm) occaſion his Summons, to, Court 
again. Where (it ſeems) Belſhazzar and his Lords 

were aCting the Religion of the Qzaters, but un- 

derſtand- not their own Inſtitution (it puzled the 

Butſent for iz Whole Council of the Wiſe Men to underſtand it too ) 
a fright, till the Q. Mother thinks. that One Dazie/ might, 
=_ prom®- whom ſhe therefore recommends to the King : 7 here 
oO li. & Mew in thy Kyjngdom ,. of an excellent Spirit and 
Kyowledge , &c. Let Daniel be call'd , Chap. 5. 12.- 

Who is. therefore ſent, for, and highly '$Aare 5d with 

proffers of Dignity and Honour ; which he ( brave 

Man) as nobly fights (and knows that Princes in 

a Fright- uſe. not to- bid low for their eaſe : ) Lez 

thy gifts be to thy ſelf, and give thy rewards to ano- 

ther, yet-T will read the Writing, v. 17. - And gene- 

roully gives his Majeſty a calt of his Othce, to ſer- 

_ tle again his trembling Heart. | 

But Oh ! in the Myſtical Charafers was lapped 

up the ; Tragical Propheſie, of his doom. It ſeems 

he wanted ſome:Graizs of that TE eorth, 

* which. 


not : But he ſeems a perfect Stranger, { now.) in 


—_— —— 


LIMI 


gs 
(7) ul 
which ſhould have rendred him: Currant. in  the- 
Ballance, Too wain and light a Prince to ſupport 
the Maſſineſs of Empire. - For as E/au ravenouſly 
eat up his Birth-right, ſo he as as 29 rag drinks 
away his Kingdom ; and no Cups pleaſe him to tipple 
| in but the poor Captive Ones of the Saz&zary ( up- ' 
braiding Heaven,that could not redeem them from. his. 
- | — gods;) He olittle remembred his Grandfathers gra- 
| Zing in the Fields as a Bea#, that himſelf was be- 
come a greater Brute in his Palace ; and forgets 
- that the. very Breath of his Notrils is a Tenant 
at will to his Maker. No wonder then that Hea- 
ven rings his paſſing Bell. And though he calls 
for a Prieſt, yet he cannot revoke the immutable 
Decree, which ſeals him up to deſtruction. How- 
ever &er he go, has this Policy left, that he hopes 
to bribe Heaven to a Reprieve, by exalting ſo 
God-like a Man as Dariel (a Friend of the gods ) 
to Honour , and Proclaims him The Third Ruler 
in the Kjngdom, Chap. 5. 29. 
But alas! this Glory was very ſhort-liv'd , for zyhaxCan. 
the Fountain of it lyes { that very: Night) bleed- 
ing igathe Duſt. The Propheſie was fulfill'd, and 
the King calPd for to Judgment, v. zo. 
However, upon the Change, our Prophet is no 
loſer , for the Kingdom being tranſlated to Dariws. 
the Meade , (to whole Ears the Report and Fame of  . 
the great DaniePs Parts and Excellency quickly.cccq; «ho 
arrives, and himſelf being Old ) for the Eaſe of his makes him. 


Government, 
1. He Conſtitutes under him an Hundred and 
twenty Deputies, Chap. 6. 1. E $0 
2. Over. 


JIMI 


(8) 
- *'>, Overall theſe, Three Preſidents, to whom they” 
— -- __ Wett'to make their Accounts. 
| —_—— 3. And of theſe three was our Dare! chief in Com- 
miſſion : Thevery trit Miniſter of State. Thus you 
have him in the Zenith of his Honours, Lord hizh | 
P reſident over all the Kjnos Councils and Treaſures, 
next and immediately under himſelf Supreme Gover- 
mour , together with the Reaſon which juſtifies the — 
Kings great Prudence and Policy in promoting 
on where- him to ſo high Degree , ( viz.) Becauſe an Excel- 4 
oo tent Spirit was found in him— He was every way 
qualited for his Station. 
The Princes But this Mighty Preferment ſoon contracts an 
_ univerſal Envy upon him from thoſe whoſe Dim 
Eyes could not ſee, or whoſe Cankered Spirits 
would not weigh his Merits in a Righteous Scale. « 
The Hill of Honoar is 'dangeroufly trod, though by ne- | 
ver {on fair and meritorious Feet, Envious Men hate 
to acknowledge a worth beyond their own, and ' 
look witha ſ{quint Eye on all above themſelves. The | 
Promotion that falls not on their own Heads, grieves 
their Hearts, and is plotted againſt, 
 - Indeed Darrel was an Alien and a Captive ; and for 
ſuch a One to top them in their own! Countrey, 
was { they thought )) inſufferable : For this Stranger 
to Monopolize their Princes affe&tions, and bear 
away the greateſt ſhare of his Heart and Prefer- 
ments, { while themſelves muſt truckle under him, | 
dance his attendance, and ſtrike Top-ſail to him ;) 
This they could with no patience endure. There- 
fore the Preſidents and Princes ſought to find occa- 
ſion a2ainſt Daniel. 3. ND 1 


Tet 


LIMI 


27 # 

(9) _ | 

Tet Safely may the Heavenly Aſpirer fix his fteps Note. 
while he has no Competitor « to contend” with him”, 
and few are: Emnlons of the Caleſtial Crown. The 
Four and twenty Elders may paſs an Eternity, &re any 
| below difturb their Honours, while weak Eyes wax fore 
at the ſight" but of a Coronet, thouzh the King him- 

[elf has ſtuck zt 0a. | 

go They fourht to find occaſion, %c. And methinks And Conſule 

I fancy them ſitting in cloſe Conſult againſt him , 99% hm. 
and ranſacking every Inch of his Lite and Man- 
ners. Not an azder-Officer,but is brought in and ſtrict- 
ly examin'd upon Oath, if poſſibly the leaſt defect 
might be found in his Managements or Accounts : 
And perhaps the very Arrendants of his Family 
J - Brib'd or Menac'd into an. unreſerved confeſſion 
} . and diſcloſure of the daily Cuſtoms of his Houſe , 
nay and thoſe of his very -0ratory and Bed-cham- 
ber. Nor muſt the freedom of his Table be al- 
| lowed him unpurged , if probably even There but a 
| Syllable might eſcape him, which may be Artificially 
1nterpretedinto Treaſoz, or wrench'd (but) into the 
miſpriſion of it; Or but any thing which might 
bear the leaſt ſhadow or Reflexton of diſhonour 
or damage to the great Perſon , Dignity or Inte- 
reſt of his Royal Maſter. | 
But when now after all this, Nothing is {queez- 
ed out that can (thongh but_) colourably charge 
| - him ; How do they fret and vex, and are readv 
to Indi&t even his Care and his Caution ? Aad 
are vext that they want Eyes to penetrate 
| into the very Receſfſes of his Soul. For it 


may be, There, might Sculk ſome Trayterous and 
| Dilloy- 


But find no- 
thing to 
charge him 
with. 


Tote. 


(10) 
Difloyal Thought, which gladly would they tear 


out trom his Heart, and produce in Evidence ' 


againſt him. But if, even That be White and In- 
nocent too, they again wax Mad, and Curſe his 
very Lovalty and Truth, and could wiſh . that his 
Snowy Innocence would take a Crimſon Dye, and be 
( though but Superficially ) Criminal. 7 hey ſought 
occaſion but could find noae, foraſmuch as he was faith- 
ful ——— MNeithr was there any Errour or Fault found 
in him, Chap. 6. 4. 

Prying Inqu'ſi:ion is th? Jackall #9 Malice , which 
fetches in the Stores it feeds on, And if it chance to 
light ona full Prey, how greatly does it gratifie the 
Beaſt it's Maſter ; but if it make but a lean Hunt, 
whar a Deal of groaning and grumbling Diſcontent 
& there? What a plague is it to envy Innocence, 
and to make auothers Health Ones own Diſeaſe ? Is 
thine Eye Evil becauſe mine is Good ? 

And *tis madneſs to forget, into how many Snares 
and fatal Dangers the looſe and unguarded Life 
betrayes Men in the World, when the greateſt 
Circumſpecion and moſt. accurate Vigilance, ſhall 
not ſecure the Wary and Provident Dazze/ from 
the Gripes of his malicious and conſpiring Ene- 
mies. 2 - 

Yet for ever be it Remarqu'd, to the Honour of 
theſe eager Conſpirators, That the height of this 
Feavouriſh Rage did not diſtemper them into the 
Diftrattion of perjurious Revenzges , nor the Deteſta- 
ble Contrivances of Subornation againſt him . they 
hate. They will not Damn S-#ls to deſtroy Boates. 
Their very Hezthez Confciences - boggled- at that 
| Helliſh 


: (14) | 
Helliſh - practice. *Tis enough 'for Rome ,and 
Hell to boaſt ſuch impious Cuſtoms, 'and- pro- 
duce ſuch frightful Monſters, where they are dif. 
pens'd with and encourag'd with due rewards ; 
(unleſs perhaps they have of late Landed among us , 
in hopes to ſerve a'Great Turn , but in Vain, ) and 
O God may theſe Vermine return again to their 
own home, and no longerinfeſt our Air with their 
infectious Breath. | | 


And now very deſpair make theſe Plotters Wit- They 


Be. 
os J S. 
- 


alter 


ty, they alter the Meaſures of their Counſels. And ©, 


ſince nothing can be diſcovered DefeCtive in his 
Allegiance to his Prizce, they will weave a Net 
that ſhall enſnare him in the exaCtneſs of his Obe- 
dience to his God. His very Devotions ſhall be 
twiſted into a Cord that ſhall ſtrangle him. And 


if he dare pay ſervice to his Maker, even That ſhall And _e 
again Cil- 


be High Treaſon againſt his Ring. And (to fave 
them the Labour ) he ſhall Pray himſelf into the 
Grave. For," ſaid theſe men, we ſhall find no occaſion 
againſt this Daniel, except we find it againſt him con- 
cerning the Law of his Godyverle 5. 

' Buz T would wiſh no greater Judgment upon Plotters 
than' to find them bending their Wits againſt Heavens, 
which is ever engaged to deſtroy Them , for its own Se- 
curity and Honour. Nor can an Arrow be ſhot againit 
Piety without hitting God himſelf directly ig the Face. 
Since all that is in the World is but his Reflexion up- 
on the Soul, and He is as much in one Beam or Ray 
of his Holineſs that ſhines in the Creature below , is in 
the whole Sun of it that makes Glory above. The Malice 
that wounds a Saint, would — the Deity if it could. 
SE How 


g10n. 


Which, they- 
are ſure wall. 
take, 


(12) 
+ *How do FI ſee them Chuckle, and bleſs their Wits. 
in this New Contrivance. A Plot ſo exquiſitely 
woven, that there is no room for ſo much as the 


leaſt fear or Jealouſic of its Miſcarriage and failure. 


They bar 
Prayer by De- 
cree, 


Dominum 
denm noſtrum 
Papam. Extr, 
Fohan. 22, 
Tit.14-6:4 


They queſtion not the ſucceſs in the leaſt. He 
muſt turn Atheiſt to prevent thedanger ;: and. for- 
lake his God,. or his Life. 

Projetting Heads may plod together, and jumble out 
a Decree of Death. Tet to as little Reputation or 
Tſſue as a Club of Phyſicians that Vote that Diſeaſe to be 
Mortal, which Heaven cures by a Figg.. Take Coun- 
ſel together, and it ſhall come to nought. Speak the 
word and it ſhall not and, . for God is with us, Ia. 8.10. 

The Decree is univerſally agreed on by the Peers. 
And the Mozrach addreſs'd for his Royal Aſſet. They 
Enact him a God { by Law) upon Earth, and make 
it Death to acknowledge another in Heaven. They 
put a Trouble upon him, to receive all the Addreſſes 
of Men, and Create Thirty Holy-dayes for all his 
ftellow-Dezties to reſt in; Whoſoever ſhall ack a Pe- 


tition of any God or Man for Thirty  Dayes , ſave of 


thee, O Kjng, &c. verſ. 7. py 

Let him dye, for me , that withholds the juſt Tri- 
butes of Honour due unto Cziar, ( as the Viſuble Idea of 
the Inviſible God, and his Great Lieutenant upon Earth :} 
But whoever fhall idly preſume to inve# an Earthly 
Majeſty with Worſhip proper only to the Kjng of Hea- 
ver, is fo far from being Czlar's Friend, that he be- 
trayes his Lord to Herod's Fate, and ſhouts hins into 
his Grave. Thus his Blaſphemous Paraſites have Dei- 
fied ( their Lord God) the Pope imto infinite ſcorn 
and contempt. | PHT. bes 
_ Darius 


A. 


-» -. 
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Darius conſults not his Cabal to unriddle | this Which Piviu 
too ha ſtily 
Signs, 


Flattery - in his Nebl:s, much leſs does he apprehend 
any treacherous Deſign in the bottom, but. is wil- 
ling to interpret it pure Loyalty, and a Politick 
advance of his Glory, and greater ſecurity in his 
Empire, now at his frit approaches unto it ; and 
therefore eaſily inclines to the proffered Honour ; 
and ( ſince they will have itſo) is content to juſtle 
out his Maker from his Throne for a Month. There- 
fore God puniſh'd his raſh and unadviſed Folly and 
Pride , whoſe hand Signs the Oecree which after- 
wards makes his Soul to Ake, and becauſe he did not 
ſleep on't, a-non cannot ; and endanger'd the break- 
ing his Heart, as well as his ſleep. 

- Undigeſted Counſels iſſue from us with as little bene- 
fit or comfort to our lives, as crude and unconcotted 
Meats from our Stomacks , which becauſe too preedily 
taken in and ſwallowed, are the more ſpeedily caſt up 
again, leavins us empty and diſſatified , if' not very 
ſick and diſeaſed. Whereas timely deliberation hatches 
our Conceptions into life and perfeition; and yields us 
the Honour as well the Intereft of our Patience. "Tis 
an unpardonable Crime in a Politician , to cry 
afterwards, Utinam nos feciſſem , Would I had not 
done it ; and he was no Fool who demurr'd, with a 
Cras tibi. Reſpondebo, To morrow I will give you an 
Anſwer. 

The Sagacious Daniel quickly penetrates through 
this ſhallow Deſign. He eafily ſees the Warrant 
for his own Execution written on the back-ſide 
of this plauſible Decree, yet will not prevent it. His 


- Great Soul bids defiance to it, and them that fram®d 


C 2 it. 


Note. 


Damel diſco- + 
vers the Plot. 


500: 


O14) 
it. He: {ſcorns to live when he cannot ferve his 
God, yet will ſerve him ; though he die for it. He 


wil not negle&t his Duty for Thirty Days. toge- 


ther, no not to ſave his Blood. Bur reſolves ra- 

ther to paſs into Immortality to ſerve him there. 
Note. ' In wain ( ayes Solomon ) is the Net ow in the 

fraht of any Bird, ( for then he will fly from it) 
but here is One that diſcovers the Snare, yet has 
courage enough to fly into it. Wor is #t worth living 
where we cannot enjoy the true ends of” Life, and when 
Death it ſelf” is but an opening into the joyful Li- 
berties of Eternity. : 

The K/zg having paſs'd the Law——— The Tre- 
panners begin to ſneak about the Lord Preſidents 
Lodgings. Malice degenerates them into ' Eves- 
aroppers , they creep up and down under his very 


; 


Windows. It the. Caſement chance to flye open, 
the project thrives, their hopes {well, and. the 


Yet fcorns to Blood capers. in their Veins. And he f: brave -Spl- 


 diflemble his > , | | 
px ng = rit ) opens it onpurpoſe, to let them ſee and know 


that he dreaded not their impious Law, nor would 


flack an Ace of his Daily Zeal and Devotion to his 
God ; and this he did, When he knew, that the W- 
ting was fizn'd, v.1io. 'Twas below his Great Per- 
ſon and Spirit to deny or diflemble his- Religion. 


Faith and Love makes him trulty to it, againſt all _ 


_Conſpiracies of Men or Devils. LY 
Someareſer / And what know we', butfome ſo were impudent as 
fo watch Bm: to {teal up Stairs and peep! through 'the very Key- 
hole to diſcover ( but) the firſt Motion towards a 
Genrzfledion. Bat when thoſe Sacred {joynts incline 
to bend to the reſolved Worſhip, how, greedily 
ON do 


_ 


(15) | 
do they ſuck in the very firſt Spiration, and prepd- 
ratory Sighs.? they draw in that Hzcenſe »which 

' Perfumes the Chamber, but ( they reſolve ) ſhall Poy- 
lon the Prieſt ; They hearken not for Zeal, but Trch- 
ing, they lift not up Hwds but Ears, and tho they 
hear him Confteſs ſo. tenderly, as Heaven it ſelf 1s 
Melted with his Pathetick Expreſſions, yet they Con- 
geal and are Petrified. EY 

But ( brave Belteſhazzar ! ) how little do we know ye;, .gea vy 

4 what various Paſſions agitate thy Sacred Breaſt at Conteſts of | 

this time ? what conteſts between Nature and Grace, | 

Fleſh and Spu:t-? Or wer't thou all Soul, and tranſi: 

ported beyond the Cares and. remembrance of thy 

Mortal and Suitcring part, that I hear thee break\in- 

to ſuch Raptures as theſe ? 


"4 
"4 
| What ! and muſt T forſake my God now, or wot Live ?. 1 Spirirs 
and forſake him too upon ſuch unhappy Terms as theſe, | 
70 gratifie the Wiſhes of theſe Malicious Confederating 
| Heathens ? Is Devotion become fatal, and muſt Prayer 
 #t ſelf Kill? Cannot 1 go to my Goa, but the next Step 
muſt be to the Grave ? "Tis worſe'than Death to live but 
one Day without him who u the Life of my . Soul , how 
then fball F live Thirty? \ Muſt I wear theſe Fetters nvon 
mins Aﬀedtions and Lips, which theſe Mens Envy and 
| Cunning have clapt 6n me, with deſizn to Enſlave me for 
ever ? Rather let the Beaſts tear oper a Paſſage for this 
Captive within. we to paſs into the Liberties of Ever- 
| laftinsneſs, than thus to bs Ca9'd up in ſo inſuſferable -a. 
Vaſſalage ! Do they think to immure up my Soul ? Let 
them rend me from the Conrt of Darius, my Heaven . 
is not there, as is theirs ; My Boay is the Kjngs to his 
| Pleaſure, 


UMI 


(16) 1 
Pleaſure and Service, but my Soul is Gods unto his, Ie 
wenture an Inzoroement into the Bowels of the Lions, ere 
they'ſball glory over mine Apoſtacy from my Religion and 
my Goa. | | 


> Fleſh, But hold! whither does this Noble but Temerarious 
Real Tranſport thee, Daniel ? Is this thy Kjndneſs to 

thy deareſt Self'? and haſt thou uo Regard to the Glories =: 
and Sweets of Life? 1s that Holy Fire, that Devonrs its 

own Altar ? and Calleſt thou that Real that hurls thee io 
into nothing, and tempts thee to an Annihilation ? Is 
Death fo deſirable ? and ſuch a Death as will gratifie thine 
Emnemres too ? Whoſe Malice will Feaſt it ſelf on thy Ru- | | 
znes, with greater Luxury than the Lions Banquet 9n thy 

Fleſh ? What is this but to Execute the Plot againſt thine 

own Life, which they cannot perfect without thee ? and .. | 
-will thy God thank thee for Deſtroying thy Self, and 
throwing away thy Life for a Nicety, the Ceremony and 
'Carkaſs of Devotion, which his Grace us ſo ready t9 diſpenſe | 
with, and for ſo little a time as a Month too? Is he | 
not the Father of Spirits, and regards more the Oratory 
of a Sigh than all the luſcious Expreſſions of the Lips ? 
Underſtands he not the Lawouage of the Soul, and hearkens 
fo the wery deſires of the Humble? Maiſt thou not 
Offer up the purer Sacrifice from the Secret "Altar of a 
Flaming Heart, and be ſafe * What an advantage haſt 
thou to baffle the Conſpiracy by a Mental Devotion, and 
to Countermine the Villanies of their Curſed Policy by 
locking up thy Soul in its ſelf ? | | 


Spirit prevails. Ah no ! The brave Votary ſcorns to. compound 
with his God for his Life, nor will fave himſelf by 
- a 


(17) 

S 

ſo much as Latching the Door of his Lips ; He will 
not Stifie the Yexr of his Soul, tho it {elf were fare- 
to fly through it : He will glorifie God with his Speech, 
tho he ſpeak himſelf into Air ; He will not Disfi- 
gure the Boay of his Duty, to ſave his owa from Man- 
ling ; and would rather the Lions {ſhould open their 
Mouths to Swallow him, than he by ſhutting up his, 
to Impriſon his Zeal and AﬀeSions. He reſolves that 
his Mouth ſhall Confeſs unto God ( and the World ) that 
+ his Heayt believeth unto Salvation ; and ( while his 
— Enemies were Watching ) Imagine this devout Sup- 
plicant thus pouring out his-Sout unto God. | 


' The PRAYER. 


| & | O D of my Soul and of my Being, the Glorjohus Je- 
hovah that Inhabiteſt racceſſible Light and Ever- 

laſtingneſs, and humbleſt thy Self to behold the things that 

arein Heaven and Farth—Hear and have Mercy. Thou 
art God alone, and beſides thee there is none elſe : What 

|  #s this Darius, whom theſe Mer have blaſphemouſly Ex- 
| alted to Rob thee of thy Glory and W, ob, and made 
a God of him that cannot help, that cannot Save him- 
ſelf or others —— O Pardon their Sin. And this they 
have done with defign to Rob me too, of this Glorious 
Liberty of Acceſs to thee my God, who art the wery Life 
of my Soul, and whoſe loving Kjnadneſs is better than 
Life, . and without whom Life 1 none at all. They would 
Shut me from thy Preſence, but do not thou ; Open: the 

Door A thy Grace and my Soul, that I may fly unto thee ; 
And tho | theſe] theſe mine Enemies lye in wait for my 
Blood ; Tet let me Praiſe thee with joyful Lips,” und —_ 
OF 5 ho 
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" thee withont Fear. What, though they have Decreed to 

takes away my Life, are not my Times int thy hand f and 

without thee ſhall not fall an hair from my Head, O 

gtve me a Faith beyond my Fear, and a Conrage beyond 

their Malice, that I may Dye rather than diſown thee ; 

and by Devotino my Self a Sacrifice to thy Glory, may 

tet all the World know'that thou Lord, art the only God 

that Sveſt the Souls of thy Servants who put their truſt 

in thee. Redeem thy Church and People But 

They find him DETe a Noiſe Interrupts him : The Confederates cry 
Praying. v. 11. OUt amain, Treaſon, Treaſon, A Traitor againſt OUT 


himſelf cannot Save him. 
: ( Theſe, we may ſuppoſe, were the Evidence rea- 
| dy to Swear againit him, who could ſafely take their 
Oaths ( without fear of Perjury ) that they heard him 
making his Petitions .to the God;of Heaven, and ſo 
| areakmng the Debit ol heed hn 
Tie Plot takes, And now has the Plot taken eftect, the Innocent 
man falls by the Councils of the ' Wicked ; Righteous 


mherefore' are: they happy that dead. very Treacheroufly ? 
Jer. 12. 1.'So fooliſh. was I and Tenorantn——— Surcly 
thou didjt ſet them in ſlippery places, thou Caſteſt them 
don into Deſtruction ; how are they brought into Deſ9- 
tation as ina moment, they are utterly Conſumed with 
-Terroprs;, Plal., 73.18, 19, 22. oo | 
hey wo | . Now may, you lee them troop together- with Joy 
Eourt -and\ ſpeed to the Court, where they ſubtilly repeat 
the Contents of the Law to the King, with a Cur- 
fed: Policy-of deſigning to oblige him to a m_ and 
9% Invio- 


- 
cr 


King and his Law, away with him.to the Lioas, Darius 


art.thou O Lord, yet let me talk. with thee of thy Fudg- 
ments ; Mherefore doth. the way of the wicked: Proſper ? 


+ 


(19) 
Inviolable' obſervance of his own Edi&, ere: ever 
they. diſcover the Tranſgreſſor, who ( they knew ) 
was ſo dear to him, that ( for his Sake.) he "might 
have ftrain'd his Prerogative unto the length of a 
Pardon, ( if poſſible. ) But having once oblig'd him 
by the honour of his Royal word to confirm the 
Decree, then they preſume to produce the Indit- 
ment, and thus Addreſs : 


 O King Live for Ever. 


= Hat Dazxiel who pretends ſo much Love and 
« $ Loyalty to thy RoyalPerſon, ſo much Venera- 
&« tzon and reſpect to all thy Laws, He, He is the 
&« fixſt Rebell. Ungrateful man that he is, whom of 
« a Captive of the Children of Judzh thou haſt load- 
« ed with ſuch Honours, whole very weight has unfor- 
© tunately caus'd him to Stagger in his Loyalty ; and 
«tis viſible { Dread Sir ) that the Sublimity. of his 
«< State has giddied him into Fanaticiſm too ; he 
«< Trants aſter other Gods, as if thou O King wert 
* not God enough for him, who haſt been ſo Kind 
«and Royal to him. Never has the Largeſſe of 
&« Princely Bounty, ſo unluckily miſcarried by Ingra- 
<« titude and Treachery, which dares be {9 Infolent 
{© to give ſo pernicious an Example of firft Violating 
<« that Law, which he ſhould have . valued infinite- 
<« ly dearer than his Life, and rather than have pro- 
<« ſtituted it to vulgar Contempt,, ſhould have Sacri- 
« fic'd the warmeſt Blood of his Heart to its Glory. 
« WE Pray therefore that he may ( Suffer the 

« Pains and Penalties of the Irrevocable Decree 4 
| | W- > ts 


The King re- 
pents Signing 
the Decree. 


The Princes 

Addreſs for 

Execution. 

Bur the King 
' Demutrrs. 


<« bas ſo Prophanely Deſpiſed, my receive the juſt Rex 
© compenſe of his haughty Rebellion and Pride ) 


< Be'thzown to th? Lions. 


Now is the King almoſt Dead with Sorrow, the 
fatal News more wounds his Royal Heart than the 
Priſoners ; he hath not a better Subject in the King- 


dom, who muſt now be rent from his Boſom by a 


Stratagem ; the malicious Imputations of D#floyalry 


and Rebellion ( he well knew ) were but the Proofs 


of his Iznocency and their Malice ; This 1s ſo far from 
being a Service to his Majeſty, as *tis his Tormezr. 
Have they Decreed him a God to this end, to make 
him a miſerable Prizce ? The King himſelf Suffers 
in the Plot, and is Perſecuted in the Captive ; baſely 
Betrayed to Sign the- Decree, which Seals his own 
Vexation and Trouble : *Tis they, and not Danzel, 
were guilty of the Treaſon againſt his Royal Tran- 
quility and Peace. . | 
Itt-condition'd Mew ! Is this your Loyalty to your 


King ? muſt the Object of your Princes Favour be- - 


come preſently the SubjeCt- of your Hate ? mult he 
not live, becauſe the King Loves and has Honour'd 
him ? Then is Royal Afﬀed#ion become miſerably 
Ominous, its Embraces are avoided'as a Diſesſe, the 

Eye of its Favour become Mortal as a Baſilis/'s. 
Unhappy Darie/! to be ſo Lov'd and ſo Hated ! 
{o paſſionately Lov'd by the Kzzz, 1o univerſally Ma- 
lign'd by his Nobles. Here's not one of all the Peers 
has a pity for thee, they jointly Addreſs for thy 
{ſpeedy Execution ; { Vemine Contradicente. ) The King 
ſingly demurrs, and while he does fo, they path 
ently 


(21/)-, 

ently Addreſs a ſecond time, (and had not fo proſpe- 
rouſly ſucceeded hitherto, now to ſuffer their Plot 
to Periſh in Embryo.) Malice makes them forget 
good Manners, they incroach on Majeſty, grow Rude 
and Uncourtly : Kzonv, O Kznrg, that the Law of the 
Meaes and Perſians ts, that no Decree nor Statnte which 
the Kjng Eſtabliſheth may 'be chanzed, v. 15. g. d. 
«© We have thee now at a Bay, this Rebel may not 
be Pardoned, the Laws of thy Kingdom will not 
&« bear it, tho thou wouldeſt ; therefore in vain doſt 
« thou labour to deliver him, for Dye he muſt and 
«ſhall. 

Fetter'd Majeſty ! that canſt not deliver thy Dar- 
ling from the Lions ! that canit not Pardon him nor 
thy Self for Betraying him to his Enemies ! Now 
reap ( Darins ) the diſquiet Fruits gf thine own un- 
adviſedneſs and haſte ! *tis Death to thee to Suffer 
him, to die, yet he muſt ; here dies a Priſoner 
without whom the King himſelt lives not, yet muſt 
dye. 


Gad is bound up by his Decrees, and fo is this DMo- arlength deli- 


arch ; He could / almoſt ) himſelf have Suffered to vers him up. 


ſave his Favonrite alive, yet muſt now Sacrifice him 
to the honour of his Laws : How Sacred are thoſe 
Obligations that manacle the hazds of Soveraignty ? theſe 
call- for the Offenders blood, and ſhall have it. Even 
Laws are Capibals too : Then the Kjns Commanded, and 
they brought Daniel, &C. v. 16. | 
But how do I ſee the great Darizs hugging him 
in his Arms ; whilſt he beholding him \ as he tears ) 
_ with his laſt eyes, breaths out his very Heart to him 
in ſuch dear Expreſſions as theſe ? 
D 2 «© Daxre: 


And takes his «c 
Jait leave as He 

_ CC 
fears, 


He pales to 


the Den, 


"123) 


Ariel, my deareſt Daziel, the brighteſt Star 
that ever Illuſtrated a Princes Court ! the 
« jaithfulleſt Servant that ever bleſs'd a Maſtcr ! the 
« yery Glory and Flower of my Kingdom and Pa. 
&« Jace, who art _ up into thoſe more glorious 
« Manſions, where only dwell ſuch Spirits as thine, 
« Thou wilt no more envy the Toys of Regality, 
<« nor need the atery Honours of. an earthly Palace ; 
«<T am diſtreſſed for thee my deareſt Dazic/; How 
<« willingly could I uncloath my felf from theſe vain 
&« Badges of Majeſty to paſs into Spirit with thee ? 
< were it not that I ſtay behind to Sacrifice Heca- 
« tombs of thine Enemies to thy Ghoſt, who ſhall 


_ «dearly pay the recompenſes of their Envy and my 


© loſs—— = But ſtay, may not thy God meet thee 
« in the Den, as (I have heard ) Shaarat's did.him 
« in the Furnace ; and methinks I have Faith to be- 
&« lieve he will ; and leaſt thine Enemies ſhould think 
« fo too, and ſend in Ruftians more cruel than the 
< Beaſts to deſtroy thee, My care {hall obviate that 
* danger, while I Seal thee up under the ProteCti- 
* on of Heaven and thy God. : 


How ſtately paſlcs the Captive to the Den, rich- 
ly Laden with the Trophies of his Princes affeCti- 
ons, and the Graces of his God ! He leaves nothing 
behind him, that he ſhould take to Heaven. with 
him, but the Thoughts of Revexge ; ( which he there- 
fore leaves, becaule there is no room for them there. ) 
Nay he could have even will'd their Company with 
him, whoſe cauſeleſs Malice had too ſubtilly mr Arg 


(23) = 
his, ( deſigned ,) diſpatch from the World : 


The Innocent Yi&:m is now ( as Iſaac ) upon'the 'The Lions 
Altar, but wants a Prieſt to Sacritice him. Is afto- hurt him nor. 


niſÞd at the Miracle of his own Deliverance, and 
wonders to find better Friends in the Dez, than at 
Court. ÞA Sprrit of Glory reſts upon him, which put 
the very Lyons in a fright. They had no ſtomach 
to him, who had no ſtomach againſt: him ; and 
though his Exeries could have eaten him ap, they 
were more merciful and would not. He had a Sur- 
plice of Innocence upon him which was Lyon- 
proof. It made him look Sacred, and ſtruck ſuch 
a Reverence and Aw, that they rather fawn and 
crouch, then grin or wax ſurley. He ſtands armed 
with the Shield of that Fairh which wrought Mi- 
racles, ( even } this of Stoppine the Months of Lyons : 
Who were ſo, Civil as not to fall out with him, 
againſt whom God and the King had no Quarrel. 


Daziel has done what he could , and God himſelf He has done 
expects no more. He has yielded his Life (in Teſti- ws Day. 


 mony of his Faith) and now he will give it him back. 
Becauſe he was ready to loſe 1t, therefore ſhall he 
ſurely keep it. Ler Heaven diſpoſe of ies as it pleaſe, 
'tis enough for tus to reſign our ſelves and be will- 
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While Dariel is in Danger, there's no Feaſting No Feaſting 


at Court, the King kimſelf Faf?s for him, that the * out. 


Beaſts may not Feaſt upon him. Surfeits and Mirth 
ſpeak little Sympathy with the Churches Sorrowes. 
*Twas unnaturally done once of the P atriarch's to 
ſit them down to Eat and to Drink, while their poor 
Brother was Faſting in the Pir, Ger. 37. 24,25. A 

IPs Piece 


Nor Muſick. 


The King can- 
not {leep. 


And Riſcs 
early. 


(24): 


piece. of Cruelty afted over again by their obdu- 
Tate and ungracious Poſterity : Who fedon the Lambs 


of the Flock and the fat Calves of the Stall, and Drank 
their Wine in Bowles, but were not grieved for the 
Affliction of {97% Amos 6. 5, 6. 

Nor could Muſick be in ſeaſon, when the King 
himſelf was our of tune. The Air of a Viol could not 
drive out of his mind the {ad ſcrieches ofhis Friend, 
while the Beaſts ( as he fear*d) were champing him 
in their Teeth. Yet was there a brave Coxſort in 
the Den : For the Szorings of the {leeping Lyons 
kept {o Even an Accent, chat Dariel was ready to 
dancc for Joy. ; 

Yet could not the King cloſe his Eyes, while 
he is jealous his Favourite has none to cloſe. He 
had ſlept ſs ſoundly hitherto , while this care- 
ful Superintendent had a Vigilant Eye” over all his 
Afﬀairs, that he might —__ awake (- 6ne Night) to 
condole his loſs, and learn himſelf to watch , when 
now his Watchman (tor ought he knew) might be 
fallen. aſleep in Death, - - | 
_ Yet is Dare! awake too, and while the Lyons 
Couch, he gently hes by in peace, and 1s here be. 
come the Gnard of his ( intended) Executioners. God 
had ſhut their Eyes as well as their Months, and 
while theirs were cloſed down in Reſt, his were 
lifted up in Faith and Prayer, that They might ſleep 
on ſecurely, who might have chanced elſe to have 
made a Meal upon him at Midnight. 

No ſooner had the Night began to draw it's 


Curtains, but Darizs draws his. Neither Bed nor 


Palace can hold him while Dazie/ was miſffing. 
The 


Fg 
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The firſt Light leads 'him to pay: his vifit to him 
either Dead or Alive; He's reſolved to have an end - 
of his' Fears or his Hopes ; ( Delays in great. Expetta- 
tions are Killing, "tis perfect Hell that puts off for 
every. ) He haſtens his Body thither to meet his Heart, 
which he had left lock'd up with Dazze/ in the Den all 
the night. Thex the Kzng aroſe very early in the Mor- 
uinz, and went in haſt to the Den, &C. 


How nimbly do I ſee his Royal Feet pace the ,,q pans ©© 
Streets, while yet his afteCtions Lacquey before him, the Den. 


and are impatient after the firſt Tidings ? Sce, how . 
love faſcinates Majeſty into a forget fulneſs of its Gran- 
denr. He values. not the Coraplements of State, {o 
he. find Dazze/alive "tis Great enough. 

Why may not Dar/zs meaſure Faith with Abra- 
ham , who againjt hope believed in hope too ?. And 
being ot weak zn faith, conſidered wot the natural fierce- 
neſs of. thele yoracious. Beaſts, nor the biting rage 
of their hungry Bellies, nor the Lyſcious ſweetneſs 
of Daxze/'s Blood ; but againſt all theſe, expected 
life to ſtart out from the very Womb of Death ? For, 


When. he came to the Den, he cryed with a Lamentable And cries la- 
-voyce unto Dantel, &c. wv. 20. 


' Objedf. But does not his kindneſs run him. into 
folly here, and Daze! into hazard; ſince by ſo 
loud an Exclamation at his coming to the Den, he 
might chance to rouze .up the ſleepy Lyons to an 
early executioni, which all the Night long they 
had faſted from , with purpoſe to reſerve him for 
a Break-faſt in the Morning, and now comes the 
King and -allog's them to it : 

Anſw. Brutes (like ſome Men as bad ), conſult ng 
the 


An aſurance 
of his Love. 


Note, 


7 - (26) 
the: Morrow, but love to make ſure. of the preſerit 


Preys  Sexſe knows ' no Life of Faith, and ſeldom 


truſts' out of hand ; grapples at every thing coming 
in -its os ſo - Punch be preſently ſtufPd , 
has confidence enough to truſt till! hereafter, —— 
The King knew that if he were yet alive, 'twas 
Providence, not Project, that kept him ſo. . 

He cried with a lamentable Voyce unto Daniel, &c. 
What ſurer Indication couldft thou have given 
thy Darzel of the fixed unalterableneſs of thy Prince- 


ly AﬀeCtions to him, evenbeyond the Grave? While 


thus thou ſendeſt thy very Soul to him { wrapt up 
in a Sigh ) that pierces through the .very Stone 
which yet ſeperates thee from him, and ſafely ar- 
rives into his joytul Ears? For now aflſuredly. he 
was not dead at Court, who was {till alive in the 
Priſon. To me ( Darias) art Thou a fair Prece- 
dent of entire and abſolute Freind{hip, and the Illu- 
{trious Copy of him, who will zever /eave, zor 
forſake. And TI thank thee( O King) for minding 
me of my Saviour, who ( methinks) with the ſame 
Accent;'is ever crying unto me in the midit of my 
dangers, 1s Joſeph yet alive ? | 
How p00d ts God, to thoſe that truſt him ! Daniel has 
the Heart of his Prince as ſure as God hath his 
own. Wolſeys heavy Groan: upbraided his Maſters 
Inconſtancy- to him in his: Age, but was (*confelled- 
ly ) grounded on his own to God. There 1s all Gain 
in Godlineſs, ( that uniyerſal Trader,') which hath a 
Patent from Heaven, to Traffick for it ſelf in the very 
Bojom of Kings, which Themſelves cannot prevent 
though they would. - | 
- | For 
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For what an Honour was this to the Impriſon'd 
Daxiel, to have Majeſty waiting on him at the 
Door ? The King had ſent no lefs Perſon than Hm- 
ſelf, to enquire of his Welfare, and to return the 
Lions his thanks for their Civility that night to his 
Friend. And now may you hear him thus Paſſionate- 
ly Crying 

O Daniel ! Servart of the Living God, is thy God able 
to deliver thee, &c ? Daniel had entred the Den inthe 
Faith of Gods Word and the Kings Affidavit, Thy 
God will deliver thee, v.16. and does he now abate of 
his Confidence ? 1s he able ? Great dangers try the Mettle 
of our Faith, and ſwelling Fears ſink our Courage : He 
1s more than a Peter that can tread the Waters and 
not cry out ; there is a Fear hangs on our very 
Fairh, The King might averr that God would ( for 
he had heard that he had, in as great dangers) yet 
might he doubt , leſt he zow had not : Hiſtorical 
Faith. made him Promile, but Paſſionate Love made 
him fear and be jealous. | 

But Dazxte/ is yet alive, and Bleſſes God and the 
King : He imployes his Breath to the ends it was 
given him;! O Kyzp Live for ever ! Thy Servant 
( yet Alive ) darts up that Sacred Option from his 
very Soul for thee : "7 Sinking Breath that Curſes 
any, but» Infections *tis that Curſes the Kjuo. Tho the 
Zo:2gne be a Fire, *tis Inſolence in it to make havock 
of the Palace. 

From Prayer the Prophet proceeds to Preaching, and 
(the Chappel not yet open ) Darizs is content to be his 
Auditor in the Porch : He divides his Sermon into 
two parts, and treats, _ Of Gods goodneſs to him 
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The Den 1s 
open'd, and 
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(29) 
in ſbuttizs the Lyons Months, ( or ele his own had 
rot been open this Morning : ) Secondly, His own 
I:iz5cexcy, Where he juſtifies his moſt entire Duty 
and Vencration both to God and the King; { and 
ie handles theſe both together , becauſe they are 
inſeparable.) The Life of the Preacher was the vi- 
ble proof of the whole Sermon. The King ne- 
Ver hed nc that better pleas'd him, and the ve. 
ry Liozs themſelves ſcem to underſtand i it, while they 
ſtand 37:te and Demnre, and are more Mannerly 
than to difturb him ; nay, they are his very Coz- 
vrts, and the proof of his Miniftr7, who from his firſt 

COMINg among them, by the Reverence of his Perſon 
( his very Sil ence) had transformed them from their 

1atural Ferizy, into a wonderful Humanity ! How 
wh more his Eloquence : 

And Experiezce now makes him confident of their 
Love and his own Safety. Deliverances ( like ſome 
Friends ) are Security each for the other, and the more 
the ftroneer ſtil, 2 gong where Faith ſtands Prin- 
cipal, aud a good Life as Witneſs. David Slings the 
Bear nd the Lien with the Stone that Stunn'd the 

Philiſtiae; and the 1ſraclizes on the Shore, ſtood as 
Sureries o the reſt in the midſt of the Channel. The 
lame Fiz thar hung the Padlock on” the Mouths 
of thele Lions over night, was ſtrong enoughto. keep 
it on till {ſuch time as it Self pleas'd/:to unlock it 
next cay, to make room for the Conſpirators. 

The Sermsz ( now fniſh'd ) has the Effects of 
Thunder, the Seals are rent away, and the Stony 
Door of the C happel flies open, the Preacher is hurl'd 


Daziel deliver: { he hardly knows how into the Royal Preſence, 


where 
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where he finds the King Heaver-fruchen too ; an Ex- 
taſte of Joy had Ravilh'd away his Senſes, and he 
talks ( like a Fanatich ind-ed) Diltractedly ; Ah Dar:- 
&, art thou indeed my wery Daniel ? May mine Heart 
believe what mine Ey:s ſee ? Then ſtands like a” Stam : 
{ his rolling eye the only Index oi his Lite : } Is aito- 
niflfd and admires what he cannot exprels ; at length 
recovering himſclt into Majeſty again, he thunders 011 


his dreadful Mandates, and orders the Execution of 


his own and the Lord Preſidents Enemies, 

This is a Day of Memorable De/zv-r.25e, and the 
King dubs 1t 1nto a Feſtival; tne Commons are doubled 
at Court, but the firſt Corrfe ihall be ſerv*d up to the 
Lyozs : Good reaſon they who 1o Superſtitioully Fait- 
ed all the night, ſhould now Feaſt the next day : There- 
fore the King orders them Meſles of all forts and Sex- 
es, Tonns and Old. They ſtay not laying the Cloth, 
{ and Daxze! had given thanks before, ) but they ha- 
ſtily fall too ; nay, they meet the Waitervin the Ez- 
try, and catch away their Meat e're it come to the 
Table, and make no Bones of thele 7Trepanprrs ; (the 
Crackling of whoſe Joynts make Mulick, while they 
are Scranch'd by the Teeth of the Beaſts, ) and all to- 


- gether they Tip,oft the- Kzz2's Health and Daxz's 


in the very Heart Blood of their Enemies, they leave 
not a,drop behind ; and ſhould any chance to drive! 
down their. Beards, they lick them clean again, 


make a clear Riddance and quick diſpatch. But it his . 


Majeſty has any more ſuch Preſezts to make them, they 

have reſerved a Corner of their Stomachs, and would 
be glad of anocher Draughe next day. | | 

"Twas but natural that the Fleſh of theſe Monft-rs 
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(30) | 
ſhould be Incorporate into the Bodies of theſe bloody 
Beaſts, whoſe very, Souls were degenerated into tiieir 
Nature before ; neither needed there ti:2 C:remo- 
ny of -Procels and Tryal, where God Iinfut ad 
Sate as Judge, and Condemned them by a Mt- 
racie. | | - 

So let all thine En:mies | and thy Peoples ] Periſh, 
O :Lora! 

Tis the firſt Leſſon of Conrt-Policz, to ſecure it 


ſelf. Where a Coxſpiracy had the Impudence to dare 


at the firſt Miniſter of State, "twas time for Majeſly 
to Conſult its own Safety ; thoſe who would adven- 
ture to its Bo/ozz, will next tear out its very Heart 
if they can. 

Dri: is Decreeing again, but not againſt Hea- 
ven : He is Sick of his Godſhip, the Robe of Divine 
Honour fate too uneaſic upon him : Beſides, its fpark- 
ling Brightneſs ſtruck him Blind, that he could not 
ſee through the Treacheries of Deſigning Men ; He re- 
{olves theretore to reſign it up to him that had a 
better Title to it than he. {*T was Happineſs enough for 
himſelf to enjoy his D.z/ below. ) And nuw all 
Nations, People and Languages have free Liberty 
of Conſcience to own the God of Heaven: They 
ſhould not need fear to Pray to that God that had 
been ſo kind to him to ſpare his Daxels Lite : Yea, 
{ upon their Allegiance ) he Commands them to 
fear before him ; He & a God workigs Wonders, 
they might chance need his Deliverance too. Thus 
Dai! ſtands a Figure of Chriſ?, whole Impriſoament 
and Redemption 7 as Jeſus his Death and Reſurrection) 
is the means of Salvation to the World. 

APPLI- 
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APPLICATION. 


OW folding up Daze/”s Robe, let us not be 

aſham'd to preſent him to you in his naked 
Veft, and give you a ſhort Reviſe, ( as it were in 
little ) both in the Character of his Piery ; The Cauſe 
of his Safterings 3 The Quality of his Enemies ; And 
the End of all. 

1. He was Heavens vilible -Repreſentative upon 
Eaici; a Beam of the Divine Nature ; the Church 
in Ep/:0me ; a mighty Man of Prayer ; One who would 
give Heaven no reſt, and theretore the better belov'd ; 
One thar kept up the Reputation of Piety, and its 
ſinking Intereſt in the World ; One who was Valiant 
for 94 and Truth upon Earth; that valued Is Soul 


and S:! .:jon above all the concerns of Life ; who 


ſpent nc. * 32 1n his Cloſer, conferring with God 
and his He. 1c vichſtanding the Noiſe and Avo- 
cations 7 a perplexing Viri ; One whoſe Eye was 
direaly 14d upon God, vir an witer Enemy to all 
the Seitilh, Hi 2057-tica,, Squint-ey'd Defigns of 
Men ; One in \wi.61u Tuvaghts God was alwayes upper- 
moſt, and Scorr*1 to let his Maker itand by, while 
he Embrac'd an 1. ; When but a Youth, he was 
even {o Wondertiully Temperate, that he faited him- 
ſelf into Bexuty, and would rather have eaten no:hing 
than have Swallowed down Si, When! rais'd to 
Degrees of Preterment and Honour, the Air of a 
Title did but blow him nearer to Heaven, and was 
as humble as 7-24 when he Rode L-01ath eu towards 
Nizeve, The Cringes 0: his Flaticrers made him - 

BOWY . 


"Bow the more humbly to God : and no wonder, while 
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he Harbours fo lowly Apprehenſions of Hozcurs va- 
nity and Nothingneis. Is fo far from [mpalins him- 
ſelf within the Grandeurs of State, that he is Prond 
only of a Free Condeſcention, and Opens himſclt to 
naiverſal Service : But when his Prince Commands 
him to Court, he is ( there) the whole Cabal himfelr ; 
and that mighty Empire ftands fteddy on the fate 
Baſs of is Councils, which made the Kingdom have 
an Acue all the time he was in the Den ; -” and whiule 
he Improves his profound Parts for the Kzze, has 
yet Policy enough to be wile for his Soul. In "ſhort, 
an excellent Patrern and glorious Exemplar of all 
Piety and Policy to thoſe great Ones of his Station:® 
- 2, Admire not then that he is ſent to the Priſon, | 
and you find him among the Lions ; 15 maliciouſly » |- 
Conipir'd againſt, as the Burden and Plague of the 
Generation he Liv'd in. He that will be "ſo Impu- 
dent as to Court Heaven more hear:i/y than others, 
( when Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs 1s out of Fafſhi- | 
on {hall not need Complain of too much Eaſe in 
the World. And this Great Man was reſoly*d to be 
Devout, on purpole to dare their Malice, tho ſure 
to be thruſt out of ( not Commiſ/inn only, but ) Life: _ | 
Let them P/. their Hearts out, { as they did ) his ®* F 
Reſolutions were St for Heaven : He kegt God in 
lis Eve, whoſe Faith ſcattered his Carnal Fears as _ 
the Clouds flye before the Sun, or his Enemies be | 
fore the Lions ; He knew all the Motions of the In- | 
teriour World, to be guided by that Great Agent, 
whole very Faithſfill Servant he was. Beſides, the 
——_ was his Friend, whote Favour and P! cotection 
he 
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he worthily Merited, does therefore heartily truſt to _ 
both, and is no Loſer by his Confidence. "25... 

3. For his Enemies, who were they, but the Cur- 
ſed Enemies of God ? The Heathea that knew him ot, 
and the Families that Call not on his Name ? Jer. 10. 25. 
Men of the World, whoſe Portion was in this Life, and 
'  'were' without God, and without Hope for the next ? 
7” Men that had-no Proſpect beyond the Grave, and 
who Hated the poor Remains of Piety that {till ſur- 
vive the Fall, and upbraided all their Aftions. Who 
becanſe themſelves never KneePd, ( but to an Idol ) 
Frer that another ſhould to the True God they 
- knew not. No wonder then, their Coſulrs took no 
faſter H-/4 together, than the Extenterated Bowels 
of the Spider ſo weakly pinn'd to the Wall : God 
- Swept them away with the eafie Hand of his Pro- 
vidence, but afterwards twiſted them into a Cable 
that hales them into the Bowels of the Beaſts, where 
I am very willing to leave them. (Unleſs perhaps Na- 
ture having caſt them out at the back Door, they are 
become as Dung to the Earth, 


O Danzhter of Babylon, who art to be deſtroyed ; hap- 
by ſhall he be that rewardeth thee, as thou haſt ſerved 
775, Pfal. L37. Nl ls : 


FINIS. 


